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IT’S TIME TO START
PLANNING FOR 2014!

We are now accepting proposals for the 
2014 Annual Convention!

Please look for the RFP in your inbox!

Email proposals by March 1st, 2013 to 
dnance-evans@�rminc.com

Please feel free to contact ISAE with
any questions!

217-753-1190, ext. 124. 
Destiny Nance - Evans

If you are interested in providing a service 
or being a 2014 Convention Partner, 

please contact Destiny.

Thank you for being a part of the ISAE 2013 Annual 
Convention we are looking forward to a

“Year of Reinvention”!
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See page 8 for more details.

THROUGHOUT THE CONVENTION

YOU WILL BE ABLE TO EARN RED 

TICKETS WHICH EQUAL POINTS 

FOR YOUR TEAM.

The TEAM with the most points will win a prize
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Thank you for attending the ISAE 2013 Annual Convention! 
As you can see the theme this year for the ISAE Convention is 
Reinvention. I have chosen to reinvent this welcome message, by 
making it short and to the point. 

I encourage you today to find one thing that you can do differently 
in your association/business that will improve the services that you 
provide. 

I am also asking you to bring to me or one of the ISAE staff 
something that ISAE needs to reinvent. Bring us your ideas, 
suggestions and thoughts today and throughout 2013. 
Reinvention does not just happen today; we have to constantly 
reinvent everything we do. ISAE strives to bring you relevant, 
helpful and valuable services.

I look forward to hearing your ideas today, and hopefully we can all 
learn something new!

Sincerely,

Matt Wells
ISAE 2013 Board President
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REINVENTION

wel · come 

9:00 a.m. –  4:00 p.m.
Registration Desk Open

10:00 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.   
Welcome, Awards Presentation & 
Passing of the Gavel
  
10:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.   
Keynote Speaker - Laurie Guest

11:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.  
Lunch

12:45 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.  
Team Building and Lasagna Building
  
1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  
Breakout Educational Sessions
Learning Lab
 
2:30 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.   
Networking Sessions
Scholarship Carnival
Willow & Birch 
IL Secretary of State Organ Donor Program
Trivia Table

3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  
Breakout Educational Sessions 
Learning Lab

4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  
Networking Reception

SCHEDULE
AT A GLANCE
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REINVENTION

ISAE’S YEAR OF REINVENTION 

Welcome to the first version of ISAE’s Annual Convention, formerly the ISAE 
Annual Convention and Trade Show, formerly the ISAE Winter Showcase.

Welcome also to the kickoff of ISAE’s year of reinvention where you will see 
examples of how an association (yours?) can reinvent in order to thrive (or, 
perhaps even survive).

As a participant in 2013 ISAE events you have three choices:
1. Fret about how it’s not the same as it used to be and wonder why 

everything has to change.
2. Embrace the changes and think that it’s about time that ISAE moved 

along.
3. Scrutinize the changes, determine how your association and/or its 

members might benefit from similar changes, and then start the 
conversation at your office.

Naturally, we want you to choose #3; that’s why the Education and Special 
Events committees, with the support of the Board of Directors have planned this Convention and our upcoming 
monthly luncheons so deliberately. Reinvention is ISAE’s theme of the year. Please join us.

ABOUT THE CONVENTION 

Your experience today will be a bit different, but that’s exactly what we planned. 

Partners and exhibitors have been anxious lately that past ISAE trade shows had lost their luster. Perhaps it was the 
economy; perhaps ISAEers just don’t like trade shows anymore. Regardless, they didn’t want to drop their support 
and were eager to participate in a different way.

With that in mind ISAE has invited our Industry Partners to make connections with association executives simply 
by participating in the activities throughout the day. They will be side-by-side with association executives as we all 
enjoy the keynoter, the breakout sessions, the networking and, of course, the reception.

We will be placed in small groups so we can talk, network, and connect with new acquaintances with the goal 
of problem-solving, encouraging and reinventing. Everyone brings unique expertise to the table and we want it 
shared. Plan to borrow each other’s great ideas (this is called parallel development, by the way) and learn from each 
other’s well, not so great ideas.

If you are an association executive, invite the industry partner at your side to share his/her elevator pitch and then 
ask lots of questions, even if they are not about your specific event. You never know when that sales reps’ husband 
is an expert in your industry looking to share his expertise.

If you are an industry partner, give your elevator pitch to an association executive and then ask lots of question, 
even if he/she would never be a good fit for your business. You never know when that exec’s sister is looking for 
exactly what you have to offer.

All attendees will benefit most by quickly greeting your BFFs and telling them “see you at the reception” as you 
head off to make new best friends who can be a partner in your success. 

Happy reinventing,

Dana L. Saal, CMP, CAE
Special Events Committee Chair
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Participate in the Scholarship Committee’s carnival!  Play a round 
of Plinko or Chuck the Duck to name a few! Each blue ticket is $1 
or buy 6 tickets for $5. All proceeds benefit the ISAE Scholarship 
Fund, which provides scholarships to any ISAE member and helps 
underwrite programs to keep costs down for all.

Scholarship Carnival

Coaster Connection
This year’s Convention offers new and exciting ways to network 
throughout the entire day. Industry Partners and Suppliers will be able 
to maximize their ROI through the Coaster Connection, a relationship 
building activity to foster partnerships new and old. 

We ask each attendee to approach each Industry Partner/Supplier to 
obtain their coaster.  Once the coaster holder is filled by the attendee 
their name will be entered into the Grand Prize drawing of an iPad!  

Bring your filled 
coaster holder 
with no less than 
22 coasters to the 
Reception by 5:15 
p.m. to have your 
name entered in the 
drawing.

Look for attendees 
wearing white 
lanyards or see 
the list of Industry 
Partner/ Supplier 
attendees.

Must be present to win!

Location: Concourse Level
Schedule was emailed to 
attendees who reserved their 
spot. Forgot your time? See 
registration desk.

Make-Up touch-ups provided 
by Willow & Birch Salon.

Don’t worry, ISAE has got it 
covered! 

See the registration desk for a 
RFP Request Form. Please fill 
out form and return it to the  
registration desk by 4:00 p.m.

All RFP requests will be emailed 
to the designated Industry 
Partner/Industry Supplier after 
the Convention.

Submit a RFP Request and earn 
a red ticket for your TEAM and 
be entered into a drawing to 
win a year of ISAE Membership 
Luncheons!

If you brought a RFP, please 
staple it to the back of RFP 
Request Form.

did you reserve 
your business 
headshot ?

didn’t have time 
to put together a 
RFP? 

ROI IS NOT 
MEASURED IN 
SQUARE FEET.

TICKET 01
25

20
13



Get to know our 2013 Annual Convention Speakers
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Amy Cheatham graduated from 
Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale with a double Masters 
Degree in 1997.  After a brief 
move to Dallas, TX, she began her 
career in association management 
in Springfield, Illinois in 1998 with 
FIRM, Inc., with the American 
Medical Rehabilitation Providers 
Association as her primary client.  
Throughout the last 15 years, Amy 

has worked in almost all facets of the association business, 
with a variety of clients.  She loves to problem solve, and 
has a keen interest in thinking "outside of the box".  In 
her spare time, she enjoys running, cooking, reading, and 
family time.

Jonathan Edison Electricity. 
Creativity. Innovation. The same 
words are synonymous with 
the famous Thomas Edison of 
Menlo Park are equally valid 
when describing one of the most 
compelling thought leaders and 
voices in motivational business 
speakers today: Jonathan Edison. 
Armed with vision, a mission 
to inspire and a powerful story, 

Jonathan has already taught more than 500,000 people the 
life-changing principles of how to Make Your Own Magic.

Laurie Guest, CSP, is well-
known for her imaginative ideas 
and entertaining style.  This 
Midwest native invigorates the 
audience with lively, empowering 
messages.  

Laurie is a member of the 
National Speakers Association 
and is a Certified Speaking 
Professional, a designation 

held by less than 10% of speakers worldwide.  To earn 
this distinguished honor, Laurie speaks to thousands of 
people each year and consistently receives near perfect 
ratings.  Her ability to blend real-life examples with proven 
action steps is the reason over three-quarters of her clients 
asks for an encore appearance.  

With experience that encompasses over 24 years in 
healthcare and more than a decade as a business owner, 
Laurie can speak from practical point of view. She now 
reveals the lessons she learned along the way that help 
others in their professional and personal lives.

Wade Koehler began his 
association management career 
with FSA Group in Louisville, 
KY with FCSI as his primary 
client.  He honed his skills 
while working in the collegiate 
conference and event field 
for Illinois State University, 
Illinois Wesleyan University 
and Vanderbilt University. In 
2006, Wade founded his own 

association management company, 520 Management. In 
2010, he became executive director for FCSI The Americas 
Division.  He is a Mac user and iPhone/iPad enthusiast.  In 
his spare time, he enjoys working out, racing triathlons and 
spending time with his wife and 2 children.

Amy Noll is a Sales Specialist 
focusing on association business 
for the Lincolnshire Marriott 
Resort in Lincolnshire, IL. She has 
been with Marriott International 
for 3 years. Previously, Amy had 
worked for Abbott Laboratories 
and Hospira, Inc. Amy holds a 
BA in English from Illinois State 
University and an MBA from 
Lake Forest Graduate School of 

Management. Once reprimanded for being "too creative", 

speakers



Put on your Chef’s Hat 
and Come Team Build 
with ISAE! 
This year, ISAE will 
be giving back to the 
community.  We will 
be building lasagnas 
and donating them to St. John’s Breadline here 
in Springfield.  One member of each team will be 
designated as the “lasagna builder”, while the 
remaining team members will participate in various 
activities throughout the day to earn points.  The 
team that has the most points at the end of the day 
will win.  How this works: 

1. Find your table number for lunch on your name 

badge.

2. The people at your table are your TEAM 

throughout the rest of the day.

3. Designate one member of your TEAM to be the 

“lasagna builder” at 12:45 in the Prairie Room. 

Everyone else go to the Carnival.

4. Throughout the Convention you will be able 

to earn RED tickets which equal points for your 

TEAM.

5. The TEAM with the most red tickets will win a prize.

6. The winning TEAM will be announced at the 

Reception.

7. Ways to earn points…

•	 Win one or more tickets for each game played 

at the carnival.

•	 Ask a question during a breakout session (one 

ticket per team per session…so make sure you 

work together to determine how to get the 

most tickets for this activity).

•	 Participate in a Learning Lab.

•	 Visit Willow & Birch during the Networking 

Sessions.

•	 Stop by the Secretary of State Organ donor 

table.

•	 Visit Diane at the ISAE table for a kiss.

•	 Play trivia at the afternoon break.

•	 Get a team photo in the photo booth at the 

reception.

•	 "Check in" to the ISAE Facebook page.

TICKET 01
25

20
13
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Amy has stifled that person's opinion and will always be 
on a creative mission to help her clients with alternative 
solutions to their meeting and event challenges.

Craig Ratajaczyk started as the 
CEO for the Illinois Soybean 
Association (ISA) September 
1, 2010. He brings 16 years 
of experience in the soybean 
industry, along with 25 years 
of international experience. 
Prior to joining the ISA team, 
Ratajczyk served as Director of 
Global Issues and Alliances for 
the U.S. Soybean Export Council 

(USSEC) in St. Louis, Missouri, where he was responsible 
for the international business development and analytical/
research and planning division. He also served as the 
principal staff liaison for the United Soybean Board (USB) 
Global Opportunities Committee, with a primary focus on 
the USSEC’s strategic planning, including the provision of 
market/trade data and economic/competitive analysis. He 
also managed programs on market access and domestic 
support issues.  

Ratajczyk is a graduate of Southern Illinois University 
in Carbondale, Illinois with a Bachelor’s  degree in 
International Marketing and Russian Language. He also 
has a Master of Business Administration degree from the 
American Graduate School of International Management 
(Thunderbird).

He has served for more than 29 years in the U.S. Navy 
Intelligence Community in both the active and reserve 
components, in the enlisted and officer ranks, and on 
various military bases around the world. 

Dana Saal is a freelance meeting 
professional and consultant with 
27 years of meeting planning 
experience. For 11 years, Ms. Saal 
was the Director of Education 
for the Illinois Health Care 
Association. During that time, 
she reinvented the convention 
design twice. During her term 
as ISAE president in 1999, she 
led the reinvention of the former 

Winter Showcase which was rebranded as the ISAE Annual 
Convention and Trade Show. Since last January, she led 
the reinvention of that event into today’s ISAE Annual 
Convention. 



9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
REGISTRATION DESK OPEN
Location: Mezzanine Reception Desk

10:00 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.
Welcome, Awards Presentation & Passing of Gavel
Location: Grand Ballroom, Mezzanine Level

10:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
Keynote Presentation
Location: Grand Ballroom, Mezzanine Level
Partnered with Capitol City Speakers Bureau

LIFE IN THE ESPRESSO LANE: 7 WAYS TO REINVENT 
IN A FAST-PACED WORLD
Laurie Guest, CSP

With a mix of fun and wisdom, Laurie shares seven 
behaviors that can change your accelerated life.  In this 
humorous program, you’ll learn how to manage your 
mental caffeine and find contentment even during stressful 
times.  Enjoy a fast-paced session that sends many 
attendees home with a token gift and fun for all! 

Learning Objectives
1. Learn how to build rapport with anyone.
2. Discover a four word sentence to improve your life.
3. Grab a cup of G.U.T.S.Y to go.
4. Create personal enthusiasm for the task of reinvention.

11:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. 
LUNCH
Location: Prairie Ballroom, Mezzanine Level
Partnered with Peoria Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
Centerpieces by: Having a Ball Productions & Event Design

1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Breakout Educational Sessions (Choose 1)

SWIZZLE STICK STRATEGY: 5 WAYS TO STIR-UP YOUR 
BUSINESS
Laurie Guest, CSP
Location: Plaza 3, Mezzanine Level
Partnered with Capitol City Speakers Bureau

During this idea packed session, Laurie Guest shares the 
five best qualities to stir up your thinking and attract new 
business.  Mix as many ideas as you need in order to 
refocus your sales and customer service approach.  Now is 
the time to evaluate your plan and energize your business.

Learning Objectives
1. Discover how to land in the outer rings of the 

marketing target.
2. Identify several ways to blast assumptions.
3. Develop a club mentality.

MAKE YOUR OWN MAGIC
Jonathan Edison, Edison Speaks International
Location: Rendezvous Room, Mezzanine Level
Partnered with Champaign County Convention & Visitors 
Bureau

Who wouldn’t like more magic in their life? But 
magicians don’t sit around waiting for it to happen. 
They make their own magic, and you can too. In his new 
book, upcoming PBS special and trademark keynote, 
Jonathan Edison shows how to make your own magic 
using tricks you already have up your sleeve, the power 
of your thoughts and the seven elements of internal 
energy: Belief, Imagination, Enthusiasm, Passion, 
Resourcefulness, Intuition and Service. The results: 
improved achievement and performance throughout 
your organization will be magical and measurable.

Learning Objectives
1. Understand how to re-engage and establish belief 

systems that determine success in life.
2. Understand that imagination is at the heart of 

business success and how to  inspire creative 
expressions in your employees.

3. Understand how to rekindle passion in the workplace by 
providing opportunities for internal and external growth.

TICKET 01
25

20
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Tuesday, January 29, 2013



iPad TRAINING: REINVENTING THE WAY YOU WORK 
THROUGH THE WORLD OF APPS
Wade Koehler, FCSI the Americas
Location: Ambassador Room, Concourse Level

During this session, Wade will walk you through the iPad 
apps he uses on a regular basis exploring Connectivity, 
Productivity, Research and Entertainment apps.  Most apps 
being discussed have been recommended by colleagues 
so audience participation is not only encouraged but 
required.  This interactive session will enhance your tablet 
experience and teach you there is more to the iPad than 
Angry Birds.  

Learning Objectives
1. Better utilize your tablets.
2. Recognize and utilize apps that will increase 

productivity in your jobs.
3. Travel lighter and smarter with your tablet.

LEARNING LAB
GOING MOBILE: HOW SMART DEVICES AND 
MOBILE APPS CAN INCREASE ENGAGEMENT AND 
STRENGTHEN CONNECTIONS AT MEETINGS & EVENTS
Jonathan Garner, Cvent
Location: Conference Center 2, Mezzanine Level

Staying relevant in this fast-paced industry is essential 
to meet changing customer needs. Mobile technology 
is one of the most significant areas of change facing the 
meetings industry today. It is not only shifting the way 
companies do business, it’s also presenting opportunities 
to increase engagement and extend the life of each 
meeting, conference or event. This session will explore 
how mobile trends are creating new marketing channels, 
new levels of social media sharing and new event 
sponorships opportunities, while also making the entire 
event experience more fun and interactive for attendees. 

Cvent is the global leader in event management software. 
Since 1999, we have helped thousands of events. Along 
the way, we’ve developed additional software tools 
for event and meeting planners, marketers and other 
professionals.

2:30 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.
NETWORKING SESSIONS
Location: Mezzanine Level

Scholarship Committee’s Carnival
Participate in the Carnival to benefit the ISAE Scholarship 
Fund. Each ticket is a $1 or buy 6 tickets for $5.

Willow & Birch Salon
Stop by the Willow & Birch booth to receive a stress-
relieving treatment or hand and arm massage!

Secretary of State Organ Donor Program
Visit the SOS Organ Donor table to learn more about this 
program!

Trivia Table
Get a trivia question correct at the booth and earn a red 
ticket.

3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Breakout Educational Sessions (Choose 1)

REINVENTING DAY-TO-DAY OPERATIONS IN AN EVER-
CHANGING MARKET
Craig Ratajaczyk, Illinois Soybean Association
Location: Plaza 3, Mezzanine Level 

Join Craig Ratajczyk for this executive-level presentation 
as he discusses reforming the way associations work in an 
ever-changing environment. This session will focus on how 
associations must transform the way they do business, from 
working with employees and servicing customers/clients 
to handling day-to-day operations. Craig will share his own 
experience doing just this as CEO of the Illinois Soybean 
Association, including how he assessed and determined 
what changes needed to take place and how he went 
about implementing them successfully.

Learning Objectives
1. Understand why associations must reform the way they 

work.
2. Understand how to assess where changes need to be 

made.
3. Immediately jump to action and implement changes 

successfully.

MAKE YOUR OWN MAGIC
Jonathan Edison, Edison Speaks International
Location: Rendezvous Room, Mezzanine Level
Partnered with Champaign County Convention & Visitors 
Bureau

Who wouldn’t like more magic in their life? But 
magicians don’t sit around waiting for it to happen. 
They make their own magic, and you can too. In his 
new book, upcoming PBS special and trademark 
keynote, Jonathan Edison shows how to make your own 
magic using tricks you already have up your sleeve, 
the power of your thoughts and the seven elements of 
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internal energy: Belief, Imagination, Enthusiasm, Passion, 
Resourcefulness, Intuition and Service. The results: 
improved achievement and performance throughout your 
organization will be magical and measurable.

Learning Objectives
1. Understand how to re-engage and establish belief 

systems that determine success in life.
2. Understand that imagination is at the heart of business 

success and how to  inspire creative expressions in your 
employees.

3. Understand how to rekindle passion in the workplace by 
providing opportunities for internal and external growth.

EVENT REINVENTION: FROM CREATION TO 
IMPLEMENTATION
Dana Saal, Meeting Works
Amy Noll, Lincolnshire Marriott Resort
Amy Cheatham, Illinois Society of Association Executives
Location: Ambassador Room, Concourse Level

Can you relate to one of these scenarios?

•	 It’s your 37th Annual Convention and it looks just like your 
36th. And your 35th. And your 34th. And…

•	 Your event attendee demographic is changing. 
The veterans are still participating, but it’s the early 
professionals who fill your roster now…and they are 
different from the veterans!

•	 Your industry professionals are demanding educational 
events that are more than lecturer-at-the-lectern-with-a-
PowerPoint session.

Are you ready to make a change but don’t know how to do 
it? The panelists will explore the possibilities and methods for 
reinventing your event. Fearful planners and execs are most 
welcome. You will leave with the confidence and tools to start 
your reinvention.

Learning Objectives
1. Describe how your association and event participants 

might benefit from an event reinvention.
2. List key steps to successful event reinvention.
3. Describe unique models and characteristics that can be 

considered during an event reinvention.

LEARNING LAB
TECHNOLOGY AND THE FUTURE OF MEETING & EVENTS 
INDUSTRY: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
Jonathan Garner, Cvent
Location: Conference Center 2, Mezzanine Level
When the global economy took a turn, meetings and 

TICKET 01
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How many tickets does

your TEAM have?

11www.isae.com



events dropped to the bottom of the priority list in many 
organizations, forcing meeting planners around the world to 
get creative. Live webcasts, teleconferencing and “virtual” 
events grew in popularity, leaving many wondering if face-to-
face meetings and events will eventually become obsolete. 
Event planners have also found themselves under increased 
pressure to demonstrate the value of in-person interaction. 
Fortunately, recent studies have indicated that live meetings 
and events remain best for building the relationships that 
drive business. Rather than serve as a detriment to the on-
site meetings and events world, technology solutions are the 
future of the event planning industry and help planners take 
their events to the next level.

In fact, meeting planners can rely on the latest technology 
to drive event attendance and reach a greater audience, 
enhance the participant experience and analyze their return 
on investment. Online event planning and management 
tools, in particular, can streamline the event planning process 
and ensure planners are able to “do more with less” while 
delivering robust and worthwhile engagements.

This presentation will help even the least technology-savvy 
attendees grasp how online technology is changing the future 
of meetings and events, and how to ensure they don’t get left 
behind.

4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
RECEPTION
Location: Pinnacle Club - 30th Floor
 
Reception will offer a cash bar and complimentary
hors d’oeuvres.

Custom Floor Plans • Production of Signs/
Banners • Quality Equipment • Pipe & 
Drape • Carpeting • Freight Trapping • 
Standard & Custom Booth Displays

We’re large enough 
to handle just about 
any task, but small 
enough to care about 
every detail.  

Convention, Trade Show & Event Supplies and Services
855-777-EXPO (3976) • www.bestexpoinc.com

I....S....A...E....this is what it means to 
BE a MEMBER...

Monthly Luncheons
Lending Library

CAE Study Group Program
Summer Session

Legislative Directory
Sponsor and Partner Programs

Networking
Education
Newsletter

Member Benefits include
discounts to all events!

12 www.isae.com
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Special thanks 

Tote Bag Partner
•	Gorham’s,	Inc

Lunch Partner
•	Peoria	Area	Convention	&	Visitors	Bureau

Apron Partner
•	Best	Expo,	Inc

Educational Sessions
•	Champaign	County	Convention	&	Visitors	Bureau
•	Capitol	City	Speakers	Bureau

Lanyard Partner
•	BFC

Coaster Holder Partner
•	Lisle	Convention	&	Visitors	Bureau

Centerpiece Partner
•	Having	a	Ball	Productions	&	Event	Design

The ISAE 2013 

Annual Convention 

is brought to you 

by the ISAE Special 

Events Committee and 

the ISAE Education 

Committee with the 

financial support 

of our Convention 

Partners and Industry 

Partners and Suppliers!

www.ChicagoNorthwest.com

800.847.4849  |  847.490.1010  •  hlarson@chicagonorthwest.com

Contact our expert sales staff for professional
assistance every step of the way. Our services are free!

Let us do the initial legwork to save you time.
• Over 60 well-appointed hotels
•   State-of-the-art Convention Center and meeting venues
•  World-class attractions
•  Free parking

to our Convention Partners



EXIT

CONVENTION INDUSTRY
PARTNERS/SUPPLIERS
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Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library 
& Museum
212 N Sixth St
Springfield, IL 62701
Phone: 217-558-8873
Britta Brackney
britta.brackney@illinois.gov

Bank of Springfield
3400 Wabash Ave
Springfield, IL 62711
Phone: 217-529-5555
Peter Graham
pgraham@bankwithbos.com

Best Expo, Inc.
PO Box 107
Sherman, IL 62684
Phone: 217-899-1321
Melanie Jacobs
mjacobs@bestexpoinc.com

BFC
1051 N. Kirk Rd
Batavia, IL 60510
Phone: 630-715-6584
Robin Urich
rurich@bfcprint.com

Bloomington-Normal Area 
Convention and Visitors Bureau
3201 CIRA Dr. Suite 201
Bloomington, IL 61704
Phone: 309-665-0033
Alesha Stevenson
alesha@visitbn.org

Bloomington-Normal Marriott Hotel 
& Conference Center
201 Broadway Ave
Normal, IL 61761
Phone: 309-862-9000
Julie Shoopman
julie.shoopman@jqh.com

Caesars Entertainment - Harrah's 
Joliet Casino & Hotel
151 N Joliet
Joliet, IL 60432
Phone: 815-740-7800
Maggie Divincenzo
mdivincenzo@caesars.com

Capitol City Speakers Bureau
1620 S 5th St
Springfield, IL  62703
Phone: 217-544-8552
Julie Efaw
info@capcityspeakers.com

Champaign County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau
108 S Neil St
Champaign, IL 61820
Phone: 217-351-4133
Cory Hatfield
coryh@visitchampaigncounty.org

Chicago Northwest Convention 
Bureau
710 South Warrington Road
Des Plaines, IL 60016
Phone: 847-278-3446
Heather Larson
hlarson@chicagonorthwest.com

Chicago's Premier Western Suburb - Lisle
4746 Main St
Lisle, IL 60532
Phone: 800-733-9811
Robin Friday
friday@stayinlisle.com

Crowne Plaza Chicago O'Hare
5440 N River Rd
Rosemont, IL 60018
Phone: 847-671-6350
Kathy Siford
ksiford@crowneplazaohare.com

Cvent
8180 Greensboro Drive Suite 900
McLean, VA 22102
Phone: 571-830-2070
Jonathan Garner
ladler@cvent.com

DuPage Convention & Visitors Bureau
915 Harger Rd, Ste 240
Oak Brook, IL 60523
Phone: 630-575-8070
Suzanne Vogt
Suzanne@discoverdupage.com

Erin's Pavilion at Southwind Park
4965 S. Second Street
Springfield, IL 62703
Phone: 217-585-2941
Lynn Saputo
lsaputo@springfieldparks.org
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Excel Decorators, Inc
3600 Winchester Road
Springfield, IL 62707
Phone: 217-528-4024
Merl Lawless
kgullikson@exceldecorators.com

Gorham's, Inc.
1615 S 5th St
Springfield, IL  62703
Phone: 217-544-1727
Rita Bushkill
rita@gorhams.com

Hilton Garden Inn & Homewood 
Suites
1501 S Neil St
Champaign, IL 61820
Phone: 217-352-9970
Thai Caston
Thai.Caston@hilton.com

Hilton Garden Inn & Regency 
Conference Center
360 Regency Park
O'Fallon, IL 62269
Phone: 618-624-4499
Lisa Smith
Lisa.Smith2@hilton.com

Hilton Springfield
700 E Adams
Springfield, IL 62701
Phone: 217-789-1530
Kristen Butcher
Kristen.Butcher@hilton.com

HoteLumiere & Lumiere Place Casino
999 North Second Street
St.Louis, MO 63102
Phone: 314-881-7777
Martha Morgner
Martha.Morgner@lumiereplace.com

Illinois National Bank
322 E Capital Ave
Springfield, IL 62701
Phone: 217-747-8779
Janice Schramm
jschramm@illinoisnationalbank.com

Lincolnshire Marriott Resort
10 Marriott Drive
Lincolnshire, IL 60069
Phone: 847-840-2909
Amy Noll
amy.noll@marriott.com

Lodging Hospitality Management 
Hotels
1000 Eastport Plaza Dr
Collinsville, IL 62234
Phone: 618-301-5004
Abbey Miller Sigler
amiller@doubletreecollinsville.com

Marriott International
1706 Hartmann Drive
Schaumburg, IL 60193
Phone: 847-418-0590
Carolynn Croke
carolynn.croke@marriott.com

McHenry County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau
600 Dakota St Ste F
Crystal Lake, IL 60012
Phone: 815-893-6280
Laura Witlox
laura@mchenrycountycvb.com

Naperville Convention & Visitors 
Bureau
212 S Webster St, Ste 104
Naperville, IL 60540
Phone: 630-305-7701
Carmia Stanovich
cstanovich@naper.org

Parke Hotel & Conference Center
1413 Leslie Dr
Bloomington, IL 61704
Phone: 309-662-4300
Julie Bushell
jbushell@parkehotel.com

Peoria Area Convention & Visitors 
Bureau
456 Fulton St, Ste 300
Peoria, IL 61602
Phone: 309-676-0303
Bobbie Robison
brobison@peoria.org

Quad Cities Convention & Visitors 
Bureau
1601 River Dr, Ste 110
Moline, IL 61265
Phone: 309-277-0937
Joan Kranovich
jkranovich@visitquadcities.com

Sofitel Chicago Water Tower
20 E. Chestnut Street
Chicago, IL 60611
Phone: 312-324-4011
Michael Wallace
michael.wallace@sofitel.com

Springfield Convention & Visitors 
Bureau
109 N 7th St
Springfield, IL 62701
Phone: 217-789-2360 ext 129
Paula Antonacci
paula.antonacci@springfield.il.us

St. Louis Convention & Visitors 
Commission
701 Convention Plaza, Suite 300
St.Louis, MO 63101
Phone: 1-800-325-7962
Patricia Barnett, CMP
pbarnett@explorestlouis.com

The President Abraham Lincoln Hotel 
& Conference Center
701 E Adams St
Springfield, IL 0
Phone: 217-321-2438
Lisa Nardi
lnardi@presidentabrahamlincolnhotel.
com

Town & Country Inn and Suites
110 N. 54th Street
Quincy, IL 62305
Phone: 217-214-0400
Mariann Barnard
mariann@tandcinn.com



peoria.org
800-747-0302

Peoria!
The Perfect Fit.
Affordable. Convenient. Memorable.

Ask About FREE Meeting Space & More!

www.peoria.org/promo
800-747-0302

The Peoria Area, located in Central Illinois between 
Chicago and St. Louis, has big city amenities with a 
small town hospitality.

We feature over 110,000 sq. ft. of meeting space in 
the Peoria Civic Center located in downtown Peoria 
for your meeting or tradeshow needs.  

Among our 4,000+ hotel rooms, opening in the 
Spring of 2013 is the newly renovated, historic 284-
room Peoria Marriott Pere Marquette. Connecting 
the hotel to the Peoria Civic Center, a skywalk will be 
opening in 2014. 

The Peoria Area offers your attendees the new Peoria 
Riverfront Museum and Caterpillar Visitors Center, 
as well as paddlewheel boat cruises, 
gorgeous golf courses, a riverboat 
casino, unique shopping, and
numerous recreational
opportunities at the 
Peoria Zoo or Wildlife 
Prairie State Park.


